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31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go 

somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”  
32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people today 

and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today 

and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!  
34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I 

have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and 

you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again 

until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  

 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace be yours from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

 

The prophet Ezekiel carried out his ministry about 600 years before Jesus was born and lived and 

died.  His ministry consisted largely of two major points: Jerusalem was going to be destroyed because 

of the sins of the people and yet, a remnant of Israel would be preserved and a New Jerusalem built.  

Ezekiel’s ministry then, while different in its particulars, was more or less the same as that of all of 

God’s prophets.  It was a message of law and gospel.   

Our Gospel text reminded me of a passage from Ezekiel 33 which you might be familiar with 

too.  As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 

but rather that they turn from their ways and live.  Turn!  Turn from your evil ways!  Why will 

you die, people of Israel?  (Ezk 33:11).  It seems very similar, to me, to the words of Jesus in our 

gospel text, Jerusalem, Jerusalem… how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a 

hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.  Both of those passages have two 

main elements in common: God’s longing desire for us to be His people and live with Him forever and 

our unwilling attitude to have anything to do with Him. 

That unwilling attitude of ours toward God has another name, doesn’t it?  It’s sin.  Whenever we 

find ourselves unwilling to do something that God expects of us or willfully doing something He has 

forbidden of us, that’s evidence of our sinful human state.  We saw some very specific examples of sin 

in our Scripture lessons this morning.  In our Gospel text we heard how King Herod wanted to kill Jesus.  

Because Jesus was proclaiming a message of truth and doing it with an authority the people were 

unaccustomed to, people like Herod and the Jewish religious leaders, who wanted the popularity and 

favor of the people for themselves, had grown jealous of Jesus and felt threatened by Him.  They wanted 

Him out of the picture and as time wore on killing Him, while extreme, was beginning to look more and 

more like a viable way to accomplish that.  Herod, it seems, was not shy about letting people know that 

He wanted Jesus dead.  Or maybe He didn’t actually intend to kill Jesus at this point.  Perhaps he 

himself had sent these Pharisees in a conniving attemptto persuade Jesus to move along out of his 

territory. 



It seems surprising to us to hear that it was Pharisees [who] came to Jesus and said to Him, 

“Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”  The Pharisees, after all, were 

the ones who were plotting with the Herodians to have Jesus killed (Mk 3:6).  So what was their motive?  

It doesn’t seem likely that they actually were concerned over Jesus well-being.  Is it possible they too 

were being foxy and conniving, trying to encourage Jesus along His path to Jerusalem where perhaps 

they assumed it would be easier for them to sway the people in their favor and put Him to death?  

Sometimes our sins are brazen and boldfaced.  Other times we think we’re being more subtle or even 

concealing our sin.  But as we learned last week looking at Achan and Judas, there is no such thing as a 

subtle or hidden sin.  As we continue through the season of Lent, we’ll see that neither Herod’s nor the 

Pharisees’ parts in Jesus suffering and death went unnoticed either.  We do well to remember that all sin 

is plainly evident and apparent before our Almighty God. 

What evidence of sin is there in our lives today?  Jesus made a rather sweeping statement of 

condemnation when He said, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent 

to you, you were not willing [to be gathered under my wings].  In our Epistle lesson, Paul spoke 

generally of those who live as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their destiny is destruction, their god 

is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame.  Their mind is set on earthly things (Phil 3:18-

19).  It would be great to be able to pray, “thank You, God, that I am not like those people” yet, 

unfortunately, we can’t.  Because in many ways we are like them, aren’t we?  We have set our minds on 

earthly things.  We’ve made our stomachs and our savings accounts and our popularity or social status 

into our gods.  We try to find glory or joy and satisfaction in things which, in the end, only bring us 

shame.   

And so, while we may not be guilty of ever having killed a minister of God’s Word with our 

hands or having ever stoned to death a prophet of the LORD, we are as responsible as anyone for the 

death of God’s greatest Prophet of all, His Son Jesus, who was killed on a cross for the sins of the world 

because we were not willing to be gathered under our Father’s wings—to live and to act according to 

His will. 

And yet it is at the cross, in the death of Jesus, that we find evidence not only of our sinfulness 

but also of God’s longing for us—His boundless and underserved love for us—His grace.  We see that 

same paradox, or contrast, in verse 35.  The first half threatens the absence of God, pointing to the 

outcome of our sin, Look, your house is left to you desolate.  But the second half of the verse shows 

the outcome of His grace: the promise of His presence, He comes in the name of the Lord! 

Going back to Ezekiel’s prophecy, we see that same contrast yet again, If I say to a wicked 

person, ‘You will surely die,’ but they then turn away from their sin and do what is just and 

right—None of the sins that person has committed will be remembered against them.  They have 

done what is just and right; they will surely live (Ezk 33:14,16).   

At the cross, God shows us His Son Jesus as the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Jesus is the one 

God bids us to turn to when we turn away from our sins.  Jesus is the One who comes in the name of 

the Lord.  Maybe we are somewhat like the sinful people Paul was talking about in our Epistle lesson, 

and perhaps there are similarities between the people of Jerusalem whom Jesus was mourning for and 

us, but we need not remain the same.  Have we sinned against God through our unwillingness to carry 

out His will in our lives?  Unquestionably, yes, we have.  But is it to late to turn from our sins to His 

love and mercy?  By no means!  Is it too late to scurry under the protection of His wings and trust in the 

salvation that He won for us through Christ?  No, it is not! 

In the final verse of our text, Jesus says I tell you, you will not see Me again until you say, 

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’  So when is that?  Maybe some of the Pharisees 

who were talking to Jesus were present in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday when the crowds shouted those 



very words as Jesus entered into the city.  But when do we see Jesus again?  When we’ve desolated our 

houses and even our own bodies by turning away from God with sinful acts, when do we get to see Jesus 

again?   

We see Him when we turn from the guilt of our sins to the gospel of forgiveness.  We see Him in 

our observance of Lent willingly making His way to Jerusalem.  We see Him in our Palm Sunday 

celebration entering into the city where He would win His victory over death.  We see Him on Good 

Friday testifying about His work of atonement for our sins: It is finished! (Jn 19:30).  On Easter 

Sunday, on Pentecost, on every Sunday of each week of the year, we gather together to turn from our 

sins to the Lord and to call out together, Blessed is the One who is coming in the name of the Lord. 

Not only here with our brothers and sisters, but each day as we live out our lives in this sin-laden 

world we continue turning from sin to God and trusting in Him for His mercy and strength, His comfort 

and guidance, His forgiveness and salvation, His peace and hope.  All of those we find rooted in the 

dramatic demonstration of His gracious love for us in the Garden of Gethsemane, on the cross, and at the 

empty tomb.  The evidence of God’s grace is astounding, and it leads us to cry out, Blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the LORD!  And all those who trust in Him and call on His name will hear, on the 

day when He comes again in glory and in power, the glorious words which He has promised, Come, 

you who are blessed by My Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 

creation of the world. 

Throughout the Scriptures in both the Old Testament and the New, from the lips of prophets like 

Ezekiel or from the mouth of Christ Himself, we hear evidence of two truths:  First, we as humans are 

sinful.  We have turned from God, are desolate without Him, and are destined for destruction unless we 

should repent and turn from our sins.  Second, God is merciful.  If we confess our sins He is faithful 

and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness, on the basis of the 

atoning salvation won by His Son, Christ our Savior. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding,  

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus to life everlasting.  Amen. 


